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In my home, growing up, every year around Easter we would watch Cecil B. DeMille’s movie, The Ten Commandments. 

Charlton Heston, a.k.a. Moses, stands up to Pharaoh and tells him that he must let God’s people go. 

Today people are probably more familiar with the DreamWorks 1998 version, “The Prince of Egypt”. I have to admit that I like the depiction of the crossing of the Red Sea in The Prince of Egypt better.

This morning, however, we are going to turn to God’s word, the Bible, to get a better picture of this epic story of deliverance. It’s found in the book of Exodus.

But before we go to Exodus, would you please turn in your Bible to Genesis chapter 3.

And as we turn there, let’s turn our hearts to God.
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Now remember that:

We were created in the image of God, with the capacity to love God and respond to his love.

God loves you and want wants you to choose to love Him back.
But our first parents Adam and Eve chose to reject that love. They chose to respond to God’s love differently. And their rejection left them in bondage to sin and death, slaves to their sin nature.

As a result of their choice, unless God’s intervenes, unless God brings deliverance, we to will all remain in bondage to sin and death.

But fortunately for us:
God’s ultimate passion is to restore relationship!

And, as we have already seen, God will go through extraordinary measure to accomplish his goal.

We get the first hint of God’s plan back in Genesis 3:15. 

Here God is speaking to the serpent, Satan himself: And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.

Here is the first glimpse of how God is going to bring deliverance—the offspring of the woman. This is a foreshadowing of the child born of a virgin, Jesus.

From this point on in the Bible, God’s story, we can trace God’s upper story of restoring relationship with mankind as he protects this line through whom the ultimate deliverer will one day come.

Not only do we get a glimpse of the deliverer who will come, but we also get a foreshadowing of how that deliverance will come.

Look down a few verses to Genesis 3:21: 
“The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.”

I know at first glance this might not seem like that big a deal. But think with me.

Prior to Adam and Eve’s sin there was no death in the world, because death is the consequence of sin.

Adam and Eve had never seen anything die or dead. Can you imagine their reaction as they stood there watching God kill and animal, skin it, and them put that skin on them as a “covering”!

That idea of “covering” is carried throughout Scripture. We will see is over and over again. Noah covered the ark with pitch and here in the story of Moses we see his mother cover the basket she places into the river Nile with tar. 

This covering provides protection. And it gives us a graphic picture of the biblical idea of atonement—the covering that protects us from God’s wrath and righteous judgment which is found only in Jesus Christ.

Remember earlier, Adam and Eve had tried to cover their guilt and shame with fig leaves right after their sin—that’s man’s religion.

But now God himself, through the sheading of blood, provides an acceptable covering, an offering.

I want you to keep those two ideas in mind as we go through today’s story; deliverance comes through a person and through an offering.

[Slide 3]

Turn with me now to Exodus chapter 1. And here in Exodus we see that God’s new nation’s need for deliverance.

Because
I.	God’s new nation was in danger. Exodus 1:1-7
Exodus 1:1-7 (NIV) 
1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 3 Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; 4 Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher. 5 The descendants of Jacob numbered seventy in all; Joseph was already in Egypt. 

6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that the land was filled with them. 

Have you ever stopped to wonder why God would bring his people out of the land that he had promised them and then brought them into Egypt where they would end up as slaves?

Let me ask you this question another way. Have you ever wondered why God let some of the things that have happen in your life happen?

We will not always know the reason God allows some things in life to happen but I know that I can trust him even when I don’t have the answer. I know that God has a plan for me.

Remember last week. Joseph is sold into slavery and ends up in the second highest position in the Egyptian government. He’s second only to Pharaoh himself.

God had given Joseph the ability to interpret the Pharaoh’s dream and the wisdom needed to institute a plan that would not only save Egypt but the nations around them, including the budding nation of Israel. 

Although at this point, they are not much more than a large family made of only about 70 people.


Joseph family was a small family tribe in a region that is the cross roads of many empires. They lived in a land filled with Hittite, Moabites, and a whole lot of other ites. These were people who worshiped idols and falls gods.

Back in Canaan:
A. This new nation was in danger from foreign armies and foreign gods.

It would have been all too easy for some warring nation to come along on its way elsewhere and just take them out along the way.

Or they could have intermarried with the tribes around them and have drawn off to worshiping their gods.

So here God brings this small rag-tag band of Jews. Sets them up in what could almost be looked at as a nation incubator. 

When Jacob and his sons arrive in Egypt Joseph tells them to say to Pharaoh that they are shepherds by profession. 

Now no self-respecting Egyptian would associate with shepherds so Joseph suggest that Pharaoh allow his family to live in the region of Goshen, a place with good pastures to feed their livestock.

This was a region where the Hebrew would be off by themselves, separated from the rest of Egyptian life and the influence of their falls gods.

Under the covering and protection of one of the most powerful empires of the world, yet set apart so they will be able to maintain their worship of the one true God, God gave his people a safe place to grow as a nation until they were ready to go back and take the land promised to Abraham.

So what Joseph told his brothers after their father’s death still rings true.
We see this in Genesis 50:20: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” 

The way they got there was hard, but God used it to put them in the place where he could bless them.

They would grow from some 70 people to well over 2 million by the time of the Exodus.

You might not be where you thought you should be at this point in your life. But if you look to God, keep your faith and hope in him you might just be exactly where God want you to be so that He can bless you before he sends you on.

Back in Canaan this new nation was in danger from foreign armies and foreign gods.

But once in Egypt:
B. This new nation was in danger of losing sight of God’s promises.

It happens sometime to prison inmates. They have been in the system too long. They have lived most of their lives inside prison.

As bad as it is, they know it, how it works, what’s expected of them.

When a prisoner gets released the world around them has changed. It’s a frightening place, one that is unfamiliar and full of unknowns.

For some the outside world is so over whelming that they will actually commit a crime so they can go back to prison, back to what they know and where they know how to survive.

Someone has rightly said; 
“Change will come ONLY when the pain of staying the same is greater than the pain of change.” 

For the new nation of Israel that pain would come in the form of oppressive slavery.

They had settled into life in Egypt and forgotten the promises made to Abraham about the land he was going to give his descendants.

Years after Jacob and his boys came into Egypt a new Pharaoh, who knew nothing about Joseph, came into power. 

And this new Pharaoh looked at all these Hebrews living in his land and he became fearful and was intimidated by them. 

They could join forces with his enemies and overthrow the country. For Pharaoh this was a homeland security issue.

So rather than renewing and strengthening the relationship between Egypt and the Hebrews Pharaoh decides out fear and insecurity to oppress the Hebrews. 

He makes them slaves and treats them harshly forcing them to make brick to build his cities and he assigned harsh taskmasters over them. 

Yet the people continued to multiply.

Then Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill all new-born Hebrew boys. But the midwives feared God more than they feared Pharaoh. 

So finally Pharaoh issues an edict, an official proclamation that every boy born must be thrown into the river Nile.

And now the pain of remaining is greater than the pain of change. So the people begin to cry out to the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.

So God allowed Pharaoh’s fears and insecurities lead him into sin and cruelty.  God did not cause Pharaoh’s sin but he used it to accomplish his purposes.

He used it to get God’s people to the place where they were on their knees, crying out to Him, and seeking God’s deliverance. 

Now I have a hunch that there are some of you here this morning who can identify with the Hebrews. You feel a bit like the slave, oppressed and abused. 

Maybe you have gotten a little institutionalized and you just gotten a little too comfortable living in your situation. 

Maybe you have forgotten the promises God has made and the hope we have in Him, the blessing of our salvation that we can enjoy right now the freedom from our sins.

The struggles you are going through right now just might be God’s way of getting you to cry out to him. 

It just might be that you know the things in your life you need to change, and God is bringing the pain needed to get you to the place where you are ready to let him bring about the change you need. 
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But there is something else God is doing here. God uses the oppressive sinfulness of the Egyptians as an opportunity to reveal himself, to his people, to the Egyptians and ultimately to us today.

II.	God reveals himself in three ways in the deliverance of his people. 

God reveals his name, his power, and his plan.

In Exodus 2:1-4 we read the story of Moses’ birth. His mother hides him for three months. But because of fear that the baby would be discovered she prepares a basket and covers it with tar and places it in the Nile.

The baby’s older sister watches and keeps an eye on the baby. But the baby is discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter. 

Pharaoh’s daughter hires the baby’s mom to nurse him. 

The baby, Moses, is raised in Pharaoh’s own house hold. Moses would receive the best education that could be provided. He would be trained to be a leader. 

Moses grows up and at the age of forty he sees an Egyptian beating one of the Hebrew slaves. Moses, a little full of himself, decides to take matters into his own hands and kills that Egyptian.

When he realizes that others know what he has done he flees Egypt to the land of Midian. 

There he finds a priest named Jethro. Moses marries his daughter Zipporah and settles down tending the flocks and lives there 40 years. 

By this time Moses, now 80 years old, is not quit so sure of himself. Time and life have worked to humble him.
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Then one day Moses is out with the flocks, Exodus 3, and he sees a bush on fire. But there is something different about it. The bush is burning but it is not burring up. The bush is not being consumed by the fire.

So Moses heads over to the bush to investigate.

And there from the midst of the burning bush Moses hears God calling his name. God tells Moses that he hears the cries of the people and that he is going to fulfill the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and will take his people to the land that flows with milk and honey.

God goes on the tell Moses that he is going to be the one that God is going to use to deliver His people. God is sending Moses to go before Pharaoh, the most powerful man alive at the time and say to him: Let my people go”.

I love Moses’ response found in Exodus 3:11: “But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

Then is verse 12 God says to Moses “I will be with you.” 

God is saying to Moses you are not alone, I will be right there with you every step of the way.

This brings us to the first thing God reveals about Himself: 
A.	God reveals his name. Exodus 3:14

Moses asks God what he should say to the Israelites when they ask who sent you.

God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" (Exodus 3:14) 

“I am who I am” (Yahweh, Jehovah) means the self-existent one.
Throughout the Old Testament God is known as El Shaddai or God Almighty and several other names.

But here God reveals his name as YHWH. This name YHWH implies that God is the self-existing one, who always was, who always is and who always will be. 

God is the faithful and dependable God who calls himself I am. He is not some far off and distant and removed god. God, I am, is the ever present God who is always with you.

Moses is going to reveal the name of God and he is going to the say to the Israelites and to Pharaoh and the Egyptians that very thing that you are about to see and experience is sponsored by I am or YHWH.

Everything should be accredited to Him and when you see all these things you will know who this YHWH, I am, is and there is no other god above him.
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Now the next thing God is going to reveal about himself is his power.

B.	God reveals his power over the gods of Egypt through the plagues. Exodus 7-13.

God is going to reveal that he is the one true God by his display of power. And he does it through the unleashing of the ten plagues.

Moses goes to Pharaoh and he says “Let my people go”. 
And Pharaoh says “No way Mose’. Then Moses replies YH WAY.

In Exodus 7:17 God tells Moses to say to Pharaoh; “This is what the LORD says: 

By this you will know that I am the LORD….” 

What God is about to do, what “I am” is going to do will make it clear to you that he is the one true God to be worshiped.

Then God unleashed the plagues. You can look them up in Exodus 7-13.

I am just going to list them for you but you should be aware that each of these plagues is an affront to a different Egyptian god. :
	1. Water turned to blood
	2. Frogs
	3. Gnats
	4. Flies
	5. Livestock is diseased
	6. There are boils 
	7. Storms, thunder storms and hail storms
	8. Locust
	9. Darkness
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Then comes the 10th plagues. This tenth plague is not only a display of God’s mighty power, but it is also a display of his mighty plan.

C.	God reveals his plan in the 10th plague which required the shedding of lamb’s blood.

This is important and I don’t want you to miss this, so rather than trying to paraphrase this I want to read this to you right from the text.

If you would follow along with me in your Bibles as I read. 

We will pick up in Exodus 10:27-29.

But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he was not willing to let them go. 28 Pharaoh said to Moses, "Get out of my sight! Make sure you do not appear before me again! The day you see my face you will die." 29 "Just as you say," Moses replied, "I will never appear before you again." 

And on to Exodus 11:1 
Now the LORD had said to Moses, "I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. 

Skip down to Exodus 11:4-8
So Moses said, "This is what the LORD says: 'About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. 5 Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well. 

6 There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt--worse than there has ever been or ever will be again. 

7 But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any man or animal.' Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 

8 All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before me and saying, 'Go, you and all the people who follow you!' After that I will leave." Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh. 

Now, turn over to Exodus 12:1-3
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 "This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 

Exodus 12:5-8 
5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 

6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 

7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 

[Take the red cloth and place it on the cross saying; “You will put the blood of the lamb on the doorpost and the lintel of your home.”]

Exodus 12:11-13
11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD's Passover. 

12 "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn--both men and animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 

13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 

Exodus 12:21-24
21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 

22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 

23 When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. 24 "Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 

Exodus 12:28-33
28 The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 29 At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 

30 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. 

31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD [Yahweh] as you have requested. 

32 Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me." 33 The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. "For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!" 

Exodus 12:40-41
40 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41 At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD's divisions left Egypt. 

The new nation left Egypt by an undeniable demonstration of the power of God as seen in the plagues and the crossing through the Red Sea.
		
Here’s the point. Here is what God wants us to understand this morning.

Like the Hebrews we are in slaved. Be we are not enslaved in Egypt.

Apart from God, we all are slaves to sin. The sin nature keeps us from a relationship with God. The destroyer—death and God’s judgment—is coming. 

Sin keeps us from the place where God wants to take us, it keeps us from living.

And God is looking sin square in the face and he is saying on your behalf; Let my people go.

But: 
In order for us to be delivered we must have the blood of the lamb over the door post of our soul.

[Repeat this will taking the red cloth from the cross and put around your shoulders.]
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If the destroyer that came to Egypt that night were to visit your home today and you did not have the blood of the lamb on the doorpost of your soul, I tell you with graciousness and out of love you will die in your sins and you will not be delivered.

We need the blood of a lamb just as the Israelites did. 

The question is where will we get it? 

If you look over into the New Testament where John the Baptist looks out as sees Jesus come and cries out:

John 1:29 “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

Paul writes in:
1 Corinthians 5:7, “For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” 

It’s not that hard to understand. God is making it overtly clear to us. We need Christ our deliverer, our Passover Lamb. 

Way back in Exodus God sets the stage for us so when he reveals his ultimate plan in the New Testament, Jesus is our Passover lamb.

Jesus is the lamb. He is the lamb without defect, without sin. And it is his blood that was shed on the cross that needs to be applied to the door post of our soul.

Now the question is how do you do this?

Well it’s not because you have worked for it. You can’t pay for it. It is simply a gift.

Ask in faith for the blood of Jesus to be put on the doorframe of your soul. 

Or some of you have forgotten to claim our salvation and take advantage of the benefits that we now enjoy. Some of you have put your faith in Christ but are still living as if you are still prisoners to your old sin.

You’re like the Israelites who having crossed through the red sea, still look longingly after the leeks and onions of Egypt. 

We must put our hand to the plow once and for all and not look back.
The deliverance from sin is free, but you must ask for it. Humble yourself. If you have never asked God to apply the blood of Jesus to your life, do so now. 

Pray with me as I lead us all in prayer asking God for deliverance through Jesus Christ.
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